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1E ratienale for prionitising
I developmental needs is that
drr:lupmmtlﬁlpi are huge while
resorees o iddress them are stamce.

Prioritising, therefore, ensures that we put
our limited resources nto strategic
actions and the best use that will yleld
Chet best resulii

1k will further ensure that the oouniry does
not waste ibs Scance MesouToes on
pursuing programmes and projects
that will not benefit the masses.

Twn months ago, precisely on Priday,
Dctober 8, 2000, the Mational
Development Planming Commission
[MDPC) briefed atficials of ministries,
departments and agencies (MDAs) on
privrity areas whene the country
shiould sperd its starce redounces.

For 18 monthe, the NDPC, together with the
Inatitute of Social, Statistical and
Economic Research (ISSER) of the
University of Chana (UG) and the
international think tank, the
Copenhagen Consensus, engaged and
researched o find the key priority
nesds on which to spend Ghana's
resourees to enhance accelerated
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Prioritising our developmental

needs: The way to go!

Going through research materials,
publications and policies, the
commission prioritised developmental
areis on which the scarce resorces
could be put o great use

A bipartimn group of eminent persons was
also mpﬁd o whittle down all the
pressing developmental needs of the
country to ™, saying i funds were
comumitted o these areas, it would bring
the wtmost good o all.

The parimers, after collating all the
mformation, shared itwith the MDas
for themn to wisely apply their scarce
resooes to poonity needs in all their
activities.

Cigitised property and business fess were
identified s the first priority proposal,
while the second was universal malaria
testing and health facility treatmenst,
with the strengthening of community
heaith systerns and the land titling
programme being the thind and fourth
priority areas, respectively,

T8 patient education for sdberence o basic

protocols was the fifth priority; legistics
for faster and more accurate testing was
the sixth, while lngistics for accurate TH
testing, ambulance maintemnce in
rural areas, preventive malaria testing
for childeen in the Guinea Saivanna and
complementary feeding came in
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Interestingly, the prioritised aneas impact
directly on eitizens’ health, and that is
o be expected, as a_healthy people are
the country’s most beneficial resource.

The MDAs are, therefore, to take the pricrity
areas into consideration in their work,
with the NDEC indicaring at the
briefing that competing needs meant
Erunm down to the most urgent,

ence the 7 identified arcas.

some of the materials, which present the
cost-benellt analysis of devoting lunds
for simiple acts, such as TH educarion (o
eribtine adherence, show that the
benefits far outweigh the initial
committed funds wsed in education.

The Daily Graphic belivwes that such home-
grown analysis by the NOPC, the 1SSER
and the Copenligen Conscnsig is
frmipertant and the knowledge and
pointers shamnd are the right ways to go
i we are to have value for our money.

We urge that the NDPC mondtors and
erisuies that MDAs focus on the
priority amcas identified.

Turgets must be set and progress noted, so
that Ghana, in small but susmined
steady sreps, resches its gnal of

developrment. respectively, development.
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