G L%

™ 4 0 A2004068¢€

WIAE e 7 BOFSC DT D

Opinion

My SVER THE YEARY

Cleaner air for
every household

By Bjorm Lomborg amuch eleaner cooling method,
Rellance oo solid fuels is even greater in
niral areas becanse of the large
distances to refill atations: while 15 per
cent of prople in urban settings use
LPG, the same ks only trwe for six per
cent of the raral population

Using solid cooking fuels also affects
surrounding households, given that
smokee is vented out which pollutes the
outdoor sizAll of this makes improved
conking methods an important public
health issue that should be sddressad
now that Ghama (s on a path of
contimsous economic growth and
developrment

Role
The gove mument’s robe in to direct

public spending |0 ways that improve
the iives of the population. However,

OQOKING over an open

Fire or with traditional

stoves s widely practised

in Ghana, but these

commion methods carry

werious risks. Emisslons
caused by the use of solid fuels such os
wood, coal and charcoal are ane of the
lending health concema in many
developing countries,

Globally, mare than L6 million
people died in 2007 from diseases
related to poor househald air quality
wnd in Ghana, 10,000 lives are lost o
this canse annually,

As much ag ™8 per cent of the
population melies on charcoal and wood
a3 primary cooking fuels, only 21 per
cent use Hguefed petroleum gas (LIG),

Reduce household air pollution
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there are many aess where spending
couild be increased, and it's cruclal to
define which initiatives would have the
biggest impact on health and quality of
life for each cedi spent.

That s why Ghana Prioritiesa
collabommtion
between the National
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#00,000 households. This would swe 10
Hives per year and deliver economic
bemefits from fuel savings along with
reduced cooking and troeelling time.
The benefits are worth almost GHe
5,000 pet hirisehold over 10 years. The
costs are estimated at GHe 2,300 per
honssehold, mostly in the form of LG
fuel. This means every ced| spent on
I]'|'u| illiliatqw.v 'rk||| hﬂnﬁz retorm twice
as high in social and econemic benefita
The researchers also studied the
effect of removing the 21 per cent value
added tax, which serves to reduce the
alfordability and use of LPG. The
Intervention would lead to 351,000
urban households and 80,000 rum!
hotseholils switching (o L. This
change, in turn, would help reduce
deaths by 193 per year, while delivering
significant time and fuel

Development Th e H|“‘I savings for the
Panning he beneficiares.
commission and the  fmprovements, The Bealth
e savings and e e
Consensus, set out to and reduced cooking
ientify the mout reduced ki time are estimated to be
cout-effective policies u COOKINE :lr!!Lﬂl; 12,500 pe
far the country, time are e over 10 years.
With so mumy However, the

possibilities from ﬂ.ti“uld tﬂ H‘ l!':tll.‘ﬁ'l‘:::lrl! would cost
eduration to poverty GH# f, 400 per
reduction to health worth GH¢ 12,500 x;lsrhdﬂ,lnrll:dln;
servioes, whemr BUVETTIITEST

- per household .
wrld improvements reveniies of nearfy
hawe the I.E:;g{-n over 10 years. GHg % m annoally.
impact on well twverall, the initiative
being? Since the wottld generate benefits

Deginning of last

year, 28 teams of renowned national and
nternational econamists have studied
different irltiatives vo Incresse the cost
eflectiveness of public spending and
their amalyses are being published in
the fallowing weeks,

To reduce the use of harmiul
twhl.hﬁ, methiods liiGhz]:l,Muiwdl
Dalaba from the Naviomgo Health
Res=atch Centre, inde pendent
consultant Bjorn Larsen and Brad Wong
from the Copenhagen Consensus
evalunted the costs and benefits of three
policy interventions to improve
hensehald ait quality for all Ghanatans:
cytinder rectronlation and a new
distribution system of LPG in moml
ureas, elimination of taes on LPG and
proinotion of Oyapa stoves, improved
foehwood and charcoal coolstoves.

Estimates

In rural Ghana, clesn cooking foels
are often difficalr w scoems. The sudy
estimates that for rural Ghanajans,
hawdng to travel to relfill stations
eflectively increases the costs of LG by
50 per cent The researchers smdied the
effect of tntroducing a cylinder
recirculation model which would
enable aperators to transport LPG
cylinders from the clty so that they
could be sold in local stores (n Tural
TeaE.

The inithative would expand the
proportion of the mural popolation
using clean cooking fuels from six per
cent to 17 per cent, exquivalens to nearky

1.9 times higher than the
ariginal imwestment.

Gyapa stoves

The researchers finally investigated
the effect of changing from traditional
cookstives o open fne to Improved,
maore enenry-effickent Gyapa stoves that
Benerale less lmI*E.ﬂIl.-l.' Townd that of
566,000 houscholds switched to
Improved stoves, 186 deaths would be
avolded per year.

Thie savings made lo fuel, time and
Imapererwed helth for this initistive ane
eatimated to be GHE3, N0 for an urhan
hetesehobd switching to an fmyroved
charcoal stove and GHes, 160 lor a meral
household currently using traditional
wood stoves ar open fire, eight and nine
times the modest (nitlal investment of
GHes60 per benelldary.

Promotion of improved charcoal and
luehvood cookstoves deliver the Illghril
benefits from each cedi apent and it s a
good intermed iate salutbon, thanks ta
its low cost.

LPG or othier clesin coolkdng soluthns
can deliver Lurger health benefits per
howssehold, but at mwch higher costs.
Overall, these initiatives offer decision-
makers, valuable new options to
effectively improve air quality and s
lives,

The writer is the President of the
Capenlagen Consensus and

a Visiting Professor at
Copenfiagen HBediness Scofool,



