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Best actions to empower ...
girls, reduce poverty

By Bjorn Lomborg

mward-winning think tank Copenhagen

FIy-one per cenl. This is the
larming dropout rate of
Ghenaian girlswho do not
um}llr.{r jumior high school
{THS) Many drop ot to et
married. Child marriage s a
pommumon practice that afficts four ou of
every 10 girks in sub-Saharon Africa,

ln Chana, X7 per cent of ﬁ:]ll afe
married before they neach the legal ape.
The percentage ks even highet [n rural
areas andd among the poatest population,
particularhy in the Northern mgions
where it has increased in recens years,
impelled by culturml practices and
paveity,

Parenis are forced o marry off thelr
datighters to strengthen celatbonabips
between familkes or to gainwealth inthe
form of livestock. While lows exist to

Consensod, & ma to anewer this question.
Thie project put togetlier 28 teams of
renmwmied economists to assess the most
promising policy propesals for Ghana
and determine which initiathees would
do the moat good for every cedi spent.
Their goal was to caleulate not only the
economic but also the social and
enviromumental benefits of (ntervention
acroes all sectors of government.

To study the impact of child marriage,
Abena Ol and George Domde from the
University of Ghana and Brad Wong from
the Copenhagen Consensus focused on
three interventions aimed at the
economilc, strocteral and social fuctos
behind it

They studied a community dialogues
project, a canditional asset transfer to the
families and educational support to
determite the smuartest ways to focus

government spending
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driver that sustains poverty and affects
the entire society, which makes it an
Important issue for policymakers to
address,

But with so many amas demandlng
the government’s attention, where
should limited resources be directed
fir=t?

Ghana Priorities, s collaboration
between the Nationa] Development
Planning Commission (NDPC) and the

focus groups, offering them a space to
contribute and gain Insights,

The cost ol this intervention,
Including training and organisation of
the dinlogues, was calculated at less than
Giies million for the communities of
63,000 girks The researchers estimate this
wiill prevent more than 8,000 early
miarriages and preveit many bealth
conditions caused by infimate partner
violence and adolescent pregnancy,

including maternal and infant
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transier of nn asset, typically
livestock, to the parents, if the
girls remain unmarried and
successiully complete the
acudemic year.

The total rost of the asset
for about 58,000 girls for the
three years of jundor kigh
school, including the tuitjon
costs, was calculsted at GHgad
million.

The benefits are more than
6,800 early marnages
prevented snd their assocuned
health conditions, and sn
increase in lifetime camings
for the girls who remain In
school. The total benefit of
GHe1or miklion in social and
econamic good means a retum
almost three times higher
than the eriginal irmvestment.

Finally, the researchers
looked at education supparn to
complement Ghana's free
basic education policy,

Although Ghans provides a
Free unifonm lor every child
when they start schoal, most
children will require two or
more uniforms during their
education. An additional free
uniforin for girls an the stare of
each academic year will
mesftuee the cost to parenits and
Inncrease the probability of the
girls staying in school

The cost of the unifomms
and schoalltg for 64,000
junior high schoal girls was
valued st slightly below GHe20
milliom. The total benefit of
this iririative, in turn, was
eatimated st GHess millkon,
which means every cedi spent
on this inftiative wouild bring
& retum of GHel

Overall, this study suggests
that erganising commuity
diabogues is the most cost-
effective policy option in the
Iight againa: child marriage.
Reducing the economic
pressure on the household s
also .l.ﬂ.lu] Lid Ei\'lﬂll!l].h!l]].r

4

g [ ey (vt e i Ly g

Daily Graphic

Thursday, April g, 2020,

Meee than 1in 5 gids mamy
belare reaching (e legal age

Valus for money (Ced social benefits per Cedi spent)

i3
l u
Dislogues inthe  Free uniforms for

communities of 84000 JHS grls
62,000 JHS girky

Astet e 1o
patenty of 58,000
JHS gira

Total cost over 3 years of Junior High Schaol

GHE B milion GHE 19.5 millon

Wusmber of avosded chld mamages

—
-
N
-
-

GHE 401 milion

/iwj

deaths, education supporl mikes a
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