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Obpinzion
Sustainable future for
Ghana’s fishing s

This benefit was
calculated to be worth
GHe 1.3 billion over a
10-year period,
approximately five
times larger than the
total cost of the

intervention.

By Bjorn Lomborg

SHING makes n
ubstantial contribution o
Ghana's economy and
employment, sustaining
the Hvelihoods of at least
three million people,
including Halla milton women, In
Wesit Alrica, fish constitutes about one
third of animal proteln consumed,

Howewver, th marine fish stock in
Ghana is biologically over-exploited and
at riak of colla peing. Catches have
deedined in recent decades, small-sized
[ish hove become prevalent, and anly 40
per cent of the fish consumed in Ghana
tocay ks produced locally, Excess fishing
isworsened by illegal, unreported
activities and destroctive trechnlques.

Ghana's fishing sector requimes
urgent solutions in order to ovoid
ecological collpse and guaranieea
sustainable
income (o the
artisanal fishers
and the entire
value chain
dependent on the
activity.

The
Eovernment needs
to make sure it |s
Inplementing the
carrect podicies to
secure the
livelilhoods of
people who rely on
this sector, which
lswhy it's cnacial
to Jmow where
public respurces should be directed Fit
to generate the highest benefit.

Ghana Priorities

Ghanma Priovities, a collaboraton
between the Nathonal Development
Planning Commission (NDPC) and the
think tank Copenhagen Consensus,
cotnmissioned 18 weams of economists
o whucy the most cost-elfective
imitiatives Lo improve Glansions' lives

The researchers calculared the
social, environmental and economic
costs and betelits of more than §o
promising policy interventions, from
etadlcating malaria to improving
education, to find out which would do
the most pood lor every cedi spent. The
resulta are now published for free, for all
Ghanaians,

To address the overflishlng problem,
Prof, Wisdom Akpalu from the
Urtiversity of Ghana (U0) analysed thiee

policy interventions: replacing illegal
fishing nets, limiting the number of
boats while providing training and
subsidies for fish larming, and
Installing video devices in trawl vessels
to monitor harmiul illegal activities,

Artisanal

Artisan l| marine {1 -|1:.-|.‘,' is !|'|r
livelihoad of many coastal communities
ard the most impartant sector of
fishing in Ghana for GDP, employment,
aewd supply of animal proteln.

}il.mﬁvr.ipgruﬂ:.l:n.u'leh{ nine ol
every 10 artizanal lishermen in Ghana
use nets with illegally small mesh sizes,
contributing to the depletion of
resources by not allowing smaller Mahes
Lo grow., Cise way Lo improve this
situation & by replacing the legal nets
with legal ones, which will reduce
hurvest in the short term.

Sinoe the stocks are fast-growing
species, within a year, ihe fish caught
wiill be II|E.'HPI and more valuable The
intervention would have a total cost of
GHeas0 million in both the nets and
initial loss of income for the fishermen,
bt in the long run would increase
revenue from selling mature fish, more
than twice the price of juveniles.

This benefit wits caleulated tobe
worth GHeLd kllion over a W-pear
period, approximately five times larger
than the total cost of the intervention.

To reduce excens fishing in the
artisanal sector, the number of cances
should also be reduced, Dolng so would
increase profits for the remaining boats
by GHe107 million per year but lead to
40,000 jobs and GHe6s million of
antiual income lost.

The fishermen who will lose thels
jobes could be incentivised to take up
fish farming in ponds and cages by
supporting them through interest-free
loans und subsidies for fish feed for four
yeurs, until the fanming becomes
prafitable. This lntervention will comn
GHed# billion but create revenue worth
GHea 5 hillion for both the fah farmemn
and the remaining fishers, thanks to
stock bulld-up and increased profits,

Every cedi spent will retyim 1.2 cedi,
prcliadd ng thie acbled |u||.!{ =rm h!h!h!
of protecting the marine fishing sector.,

Industrial

The limal imtervention studied
focused on the industrial trawling
vessels that operate farther sway from
!hl.- coast,

This sector contributes heavily to the
averflshing problem, bath because of

the large
number of
veusels and due
tin salkao, the
practice of
Mlegally
targeting small,
juvenile stocks
lhul L'uulll
become bigge:
and more
wvalnahle,
freezing them
it pellets, and
shipping them
t mlddlemen
far processing,
remultingina
poar-guality
product.

The
infervention
alms to install
widen o proel
on each vessel to
I.||:|]'ﬂdr'|hrm.-
legal practices
at un estimated
total cost of
GHea million
However, the
potential
incresse in profit
for artisanal
fishers thanks to
better stock a
pswh.::"r of better
gquality will be
approsimately
GHe1.7S billion
for the En-year
time period

This
Intervention
would this bring
a benefit 21
tmes higher
than the orkginal
Imvestment, if
the camerna
contributed to
Lot bt
enforcement

The Impact of
the activities of
traw] vessels on
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artisanal stocks has serbous
iniplications for food secunity and
il.l'illllll]ﬂl.l' ||vr|i]1|n\s|\wnlhll1 and
beyond the fishing communities, and
hakting their illegal catch of small
species can generate high benefis,

Alogether, these inlthatives provide

cost-effective measures for

policymakers to prevent the collapse of
Ghana's marine fizh stocks and
puamntes & wustainable fiture for this
important sector of the economy.
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