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Opnzon
Better health throu
improved sanitation

By Dr Bjorn Lombarg

ROUND LS
hillion people
I the world
lack aocess 1o
dignified
anltatlon
pervices. In Ghana, covernge 5
nb1,1|.1:n||" lr.ﬂ.lr
Only 22 per cent of the
urban population has

Imygrresaive GDP growth and
reduced poverty, but morne
resraing to be done. With so
many areas demanding the
governument's attention, how
can declslon makers plan
policies thar will do the most
good for every cedi spent of
fimitted public resonroes?

Ghana Priorities
Ghana Priorities, a
millabaration between the

impreved Mational
ity Dievelogumient
mon-shared =moats
Bacilitles, with E“r’ rumm_ﬁ_ 1
ull'l:.lrud t::llh'tl cedi :NHPC:-waud i
qur::; spent on this think tank
N .
serviceoption. Initiative will by
E;ﬁ::n; for )‘"ld a benefit afms to answer
this question by
::Eﬁ?pﬂ worth a little providing chesr
dat the
i over GHe 4, A
With mpid it
;erhdl:j“u“n Inltiatives fug
the country,

cormpicating

the Ispue, sanitation is e
serious challenge for the
country, HI.I'ETEIII:I'DH 1)
impriove the situation have
been implemented, but na
systematic soale-up has so far
been projected to boost urban
sanitation across the country.

Sanitation ‘health

Studies have confirmed
strung links between
sanitation and health, Poor
sanitation contributes to
several tropical discases,
under mutrition and
diarrhoes, s major public
henlth threat and o lesding
cmuse of diseass and mortality
wmang chifldren under five
VeI,

1t also canses & loss ol
roductivicty due to time lost
towork of spent taldng care of
lowed ones, and queuing fos
public or compound tollets.
Access to improved sanitation
seTwices (s o key target in the
UM Sustainable Development
Coals (SDGa ), and low
roverage, e pecially in wrban
sertings, is consideted &
threst to achisving almost all
other goals.

Ghana has made great
social and sconomic sdvances
i recent years, with

frovm education
to treating malaria, The 28
tenms of economists that
contributed to the project
ealculaied not only the
economic, but aleo the soclal
anal ervironmental costs and
benefits of public policies, to
il the smartest ways Lo
Improve the Hves of
Ghanalune.

To find effective salutlons
to Ghana's urban senitation
prrohlem, M Bismark
Mwumfour-Asare from the
University of Fducation in
Winneha, independent
consultant MrBian Larsen
il Mi Brad Wisng from
Copenhagen Conse peus
atnedled interventions that
provide toilet subsidies for
urban households. They
focused on both the Impact of
a subsidy alone and a subsidy
with additional support to
metropolitan, municipal and
district assemblies [MMDas]
for better enforcement o
sanitation by-laws.

Bath interventons terget
urban households and
compounds pmctising open
defecation, using pabiic
roilets or sharing a codlet, wirh
the interim goal of reaching a
situation where nomore than
three households will share

imyproved sanitation [acilithes.

The subsidy aimed ot
lessening the cost burden will
be of approscimately
OHed, 000, eguivalent to the
cot o & bko-digester tollet.
Fxtra enforcement will mdd
an ncentive for households
amad lamdlovds to meet ther
obligation.

Whils enlorcement makes
the intervention more
expensive, it also Improves
compliance and is more likely
to hove o larger eflect on
Ghana's uwhan sanltation
wineation,

The coxt of the subaidy
with tmproved enforcement
overa M-year period waa
extimmated by the researchers
at GHet6 billion, assuming 75
per cent ol hovesholds
targeted actually build a
toilet,

The povernment will caly
ey for abour a quaner of this
oot — nhout GHizd billion
whereas the vast majority of
cost falls on househobds and
landlords

This includes woiler
cleaning and malntenance
costs and lost rental space
worth GHes billion and GHe?
Lillion respectively. Howews,
the value of benefis from the
Intervention over the 20-year
period s much higher,
estimated at OHess billion
Four hundred and sixteen
lives coubd be gaved and neo
JII.I.IIIIIJI'I canes of 'I!I.I“
avoided per year. Buot the
largest benefits would come
Trom Increased productivicy
and cost savings from no
lunger having to use public
todlets,

Every codi spenk on thia
imitiative will yleld a benefic
worth a little over Giled

Subsidy

The researchers also
studied providing only a
subsidy equivalent to 100 pet
cent of the tollet cost, without
emphasis on enforcemet of
sanitation by-lawe

Existing enforcement
regimes would continue
withaut the Inteventlin
directly seeldng nmy
im prevvement, which meana
the wptake rate would be
significantly lower.

The cost was estimated at
appraximately GHe2 billion in
votal, shared among the
government, landlerds and
househokds and the benefit at
over GEELL billlon. This
intervention would penerate
social and economic benefits
mire than five times higher
than the original investment,
Dust al an sverape uptake nite
of ondby 10 per cent, it would do
little to hilp resolve Ghana's
critical wrban sanitation
problem.

High population denslties
and demand for renial room
destined for living instead of
tndlets coneribute o non-

shared sanitation rates being
w0 low in Ghanaian cities
Howoever, these interventions
vould increase rental
revenues for lindlonds, given
that tenants would likely be
willlng to pay more for units
with improved sanitation
Crerall, this study provides
policy makers with dats
lacked opthons w lmproee
urhan sanfmiion, moving
Ghana closer to achisving its

development goals

The writer {5 the Preafdom

of the Copenhagen Consenss
& Visfting Professor af
Copenhagen Business School,

Improving urban sanitalion
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Tollet subsidy with improved by-law enforcement

pipiepieies

= -

TH% upteke

foYoVoYoVoVoVoVo R

By it ESe dancrmreg G BT I VR S e g O

ENI-HQ



