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Bjorn Lomborg

O coumitry, however

prosperows, can do

wverything Although

the ongoing election

campaign includes

lots of additional
promises, there are limits towhat can
be funded in Ghaa with the available
PSS,

That is why it is crocial that every
ced| s spent In the best possible way.
To achieve thar goal, the Ghaona
Priorities project for over a year has
worrked with 28 teams of specialist
economists from Ghana and abroad to
study the costs and benefits of 8o
concrete policy solutions to improve
the future of the country:

Far Instance, education economists
Tave analysed the best education
solutions for Chana, finding the cost of
each policy and showing how many
more cedis of good one extra cedi spent
would achieve,

In than way, the project,a
collabaration between the Mational
Development Manning Commission
(MDPC) and the mvard-winning
international think tank, Copenhagen
Congensus Cenler,can help everyone
Hgure ot the smartest ways to
promote development and prosperity

TB patient education for adherence

Active TB case finding in high risk groups
Ambulanee maintenance in rural arens

10 Complementary infant feeding promotion
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Ghana Priorities reveals

for all Ghanalans,

Panel

Hecently, an eminent panel of seven
distinguished economists met in Acera
o evaluate more than 1000 pages of
research across all sectors of
governiment. The panel include the
Finance Minister, Mr Ken Ofori-Afta;
thie Planning Minister, Prol Geotjge
Gyan-Baffour; a former Finance
Minkster, Prof, Kwesl Botchwey': Prol.

Rankings

At top came digital revenue
collection in Ghama's municipalitics
through the implementation of a
software called District Local Revenue,
which would provide benefits many
times higher than the cost,

Digitisation would ensure a faster
data collection process, improved
efflciency and increased revenue for

Augustin the municipalities
roucfthe At top came digital which they can use to
University of rovide better
Ghana; Prol revenue collection in :‘l\"j.l‘!l- to theis
i Ghana's municipalities ~ “"/he
Secretury- thm“‘h the Ministry pointed out
General of the in the justification for
Mm"h implementation of a ::5. mn;-ug,*:amqq
Researc appens without
niersities  SOFtware called District (500000
EE;:I::‘L: s IR . ﬁnl: near unri:::ll
Amporfu coverage of testing

[roum the Kwamie Nerumah University
of Selence and Technology (KNUST),
and the Nobel Laureate sconomist,
Prol. Fieun Epdland.

Having read all the research, the
panel spent three days decussing and
challenging the findings with all the
specialist economists,

At the end, the panel's hord task vas
o priotitise where Ghana can best
spend public funds. Here b5 thelr top 10;

Logistics for faster and more accurate TB testing

Preventive malaria medicine for children in Guinea Savannah

and treatment lor malaris, which could
yield phenomenal societal returns of
133 cexdis for every cedi spent.

By propesly diagnosing malaria and
Egiving carly treatment to those
Infected, 438, 000 severe cuses and close
125,000 deaths could be avoided
betwoen now and 2000,

Improving maternal and child
health was ranked in third place. The
FEminent Panel embraced research that
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counselling alengside ‘directly
abserved reatment short-course’ o
ensire that those receiving T
treatmment adhere o the necessary
treatment, improved speed and
sceuracy of diagnosis through
implementation of malecular
diagnostic toola, and finding and
treating acthve cases in high-risk
populations.

Every cod| spent on these
interventions will 'rle]d irni'lr!lll'!
social and economic benefits worth
GHe190, GHelss and GHess,
respectively, highlighting the
importance and the potentials of
wddressing TH as a priority

Promising

Other promising strategies from the
top 10 include ambulance meintenance
in rural areas, preventive malaria
medicine for children in Guines
Savannah, snd complementary feeding
promation to reduce childhood
malnutrition.

There are 31 million Ghanaians, and
there are probably 31 million different
opinions about the best ways to help
the country prosper. But without real
evidence about what works and st
what price, it would be difficult to
choose among the vinous opeons on
the mem.

With the results from Ghana
Priorities, we have put prices on the
men, and we can all see exactly how

shinws the potentials of much is
scaling up the Ghama pctually paid
Essential Health Other promising for each
Intervention Program mﬁﬁ from the m option, and
(GEHIF) implemenied exact by what
in Northern Ghana. 10 include ambulance  hanagets in
T this was expanded i i I return, Thia is
to include 100 per cent maintenance in rura the kick-start
of Ghana's rural fow the
population, GEHIP aveas. cotwersation
wonld reduce neonatal sbout Ghana's
maortality by 10 per cent top priorities

1) AVETHEE (VT meven years, saving the
Tives of 7,551 newbormn children.

The pane! mnked Lind titling
fourth, This programme would survey
and document over more than hall of
Gibarma's I area - 170,000 square
kilometres - to build a comprehensive
and avtomated national base lind
map.

The benefits would include
ncreased propesty vilue of titled land,
mproved access to crecit, higher
certainty for investments and
smoother land transactions. Every ced|
spent on the reform could yield
benelits of around 5o cedis,

Three imerventions to deal with the
burden of tuberculosis, which causes
five percent of all deaths, were included
in the panel's wp-10; education and

for development.

W will work with many amound the
country, including youths, to establish
the country's prionities. Moreover, the
NOPC, in collaboration with
Copenhagen Consensus, is determined
to continue this evalustion of eoat-
effective solutions going forward and
help translate academic evidence into
palicy for the benefit of all Ghoneians.

Ghana's future is bright And now
we have the evidence to help make ft
even brighten

The writers ane Professor in the
Institute of Statistical, Soclal and
Econamic Research (ISSER) at the
Univerzity of Ghana and Fresident of
the Copenhagen Consensus,
fespectively:



