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Opinion
Improving learning in Ghana:

Right approach matters

By Dr Bjorn Lomberg

HANA has
made great
strides to
improve (s
education
sysiem in the
prast decades, with near
universal primary school
enralment and equal access to
schooling between boys and
girls
However, as in many other
developing countries, the
guality of educstion is still a
eritical challenpe. In o s
assessment, 45 per cent and 30
per cent of 4th gradets could

health care to sanitation to
find which would do the most
pood for each cedi spent in
eoonomic, social and
environmental terms.

As a part of this project,
Festus Ebo Turkson and
Priscilla Twimasi Raffour from
the University of Ghisna and
B Wong of Copenhagen
Consensus studied two
Interventions designed o
Impaove learning levels in
Ghanatan schools: an
expansien of Thana's School
Feeding Programumee (GSFP) and

a pedagogical approach called
Teaching at the Right Level”
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With many areas
coinpeting lor public
imestment, which palicies
would do the most good foy
every cedi?

Ghana Priorities

Ghiena Priorities, o
collaboration between the
National Development
Planning Commission and the
award-winning think tank
Copenhagen Consensus, Lnited
1 tearmns of economis anound
the common goal of examining
ower B0 initiatives to identify
the most cost-effective
solutions for the country,

owver the last yeir, the
researchers have been
examining inktiatives ina
wariety of ateas ranging from

experienced |mprovements in

lepming levels and test scores,
aswell as incrensed height and
welght.

The resenrchers studied an
expansion of the program to 7
per cent of students,
approximately 3808 000 more
children

This expansion wold have
a total cost of GHe110 million
per year, including the cost of
Tlood, preparation and logistics,
and increased time a1 school
[for students and teachers.

Theey Found that the
intervention wouldn't have a
high impact on overall school
enrolment, thanks to Ghana's
already near universal levels ol
enrolment.

However, |t would increase
learning. especially for two
vulnemahle sub-groups:
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children from households
below the poverty line and
girls

L proved nutrithon would
lead to Increased liletime
productivity and wages and an
improvement in nutritional
status and health beyond
Iearning impacts.

Overall, the intervention
coutld inerense incomes among
the benefictary population by
Illl.'th.hl GHe 2,500 per student
over their Hietimses

The total benefits of this
Intervention equal Gie 525
million per year, nearly five
times the original investment,

Right level

‘Teaching at the Right Level
[TaRL) tnrgets instruction to
the specific learning needs of
children by splitting them into
class groups based on leaming
levels mather than age, for one
or two hours per day,

Twa forma of ThRL were
nssessed in this study, one
Involving all student= in grades
1-3 and another focused only
of wealket students,

Thee first option could be
delivered by public school
teachers 1o 50 per of students
in grades 1-3 for 8 total social
cost of GHesT million per year,
consisting mainly of training
for teachers, materials and
i itaTing.

As o result, the intervention
would provide s modest
learning boost o all students
wurth 1.5 per cent of earnings
over their Hves, or roughly
GHe1M0,

The total social benefits of
TalL for all students are oves
GHe0 million per year, and
every cedl spent an thia
intervention would generate
social benefits worth eight
cedls,

Option

Another option s to
perform the mme Intervention
with a greater focus on weaker
lludﬂﬂl.llliﬂﬂlfll.‘!tlna
comimunity assistants to assist
regular teachers.

This wonald be eostlier per
student — ot the same price, &

wonikd reach 520,000 students
In grades 13, nearly covering
all of those who did not meet
minimum learning standarnds.

However, the intervention
woukl provide a langer learnlng
bmprovenent lor weaker
sruidents and increase thei
earnings by L5 per cent over
their lifetime, worth GhHil 775,

In total, this intervention
woukd generate social benefits
warth GHes20 million each
year, six times mone than the
original imvestment.

Ot of these interventions,
broad- based TaRL provides the
largest bemelits to sochery bt
the altermative targeted ot

weaker students results in
higher average gains and could
help reduce wage inequality in
the future.

With school feeding, in
turn, a disproportlonate share
ol the benefits are expenenced
by girls and ehildren from poor
hseholkds,

Adopting this intervention
would make Ghanafan society
lose owt on GHe200 million of
patential benefits per year but
palicy makers may deem the
exuity gaina for viulnerable
populations to be worth i,

The writer is the President
of the Copenhagen Consensus
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